1 Thus, for example, he emulates Theseus and Jason in his abandonment of a female (Davis (2006) 139-41) while following in the footsteps of his father in the rape (see below, p. 338, n. 69). Cf. also Heslin (2005) 184-7 on the parallelism between Achilles and Castor at Ach. 1.171-8. The prospect of love for an Amazon (Penthesilea) in Achilles' mythological future might align him with Theseus. Chiron appears to be setting out parallels between Achilles and Hercules and Theseus at Ach. 1.156-8 but suddenly falls silent, thereby drawing our attention to the nature and extent of the emulation: see Parkes (2009b) 
Following After
Both of Statius' epics are set after the Argonaut mission in time. In the Achilleid, for instance, Peleus is still alive but too old to fight (Ach. 1.440), while in the Thebaid a generation has passed since the voyage, as shown by the fact that Hypsipyle's sons by Jason have reached adulthood . Some of the crew, such as Theseus, who is named as one of the band at Theb. 5.431-2, feature in the poem, but others, such as Hercules, Meleager and Castor and Pollux, are no longer on earth.5 Statius' positioning of the Argonautic expedition as something that has recently happened in the poems' memory is tied up with his own belated literary situation as Valerius Flaccus' successor.6 So, for example, the fact that the Flavian Argonautica had referred to Achilles' upbringing is exploited by the Achilleid. At Val. Fl. 1.268-70, Peleus advises episodes of the work as they became available through means such as circulation or public recitation.
